In-vitro zona-lytic activity in uterine fluid from ovariectomized mice treated with oestradiol-17 beta and progesterone.
Mouse embryos collected before implantation were incubated in vitro for 24 h with fluid rinsed from the uteri of ovariectomized female mice injected with progesterone, oestradiol-17 beta + progesterone, oestradiol-17 beta + progesterone, or oestradiol-17 beta alone. Although none of the zonae was completely dissolved, those incubated in fluid from animals treated with oestradiol + progesterone were subsequently more soluble in sodium thiocyanate (NaSCN) than those incubated similarly in control buffer, indicating a sublytic change during the incubation with uterine washings. Zonae incubated in fluid from animals injected with either hormone alone did not undergo such a change.